Prototype Case

Ana and her parents came from Puerto Rico when she was two years old;
she has attended school in the same district since kindergarten, receiving
ELL supports and English-only instruction. Now in the 6th grade, Ana is
“stuck” at the intermediate level of language proficiency and has
significant comprehension difficulties. She writes sentence fragments and
is beginning to show underdeveloped spelling abilities. At school, when
there is independent reading time, Ana can often be found reading
magazines. Ana speaks Spanish and English at home with her parents and
siblings.

Discussion Questions
¥ What information is especially compelling?
¥ What are you struck by in light of your own practice?

¥ What do you think are Ana’s specific sources of difficulty?
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How could | build reading
comprehension?

How could | build language skills (i.e.,
target words & word learning strategies)?

CREATE Conference

Lesaux

BUILDING ACADEMIC VOCABULARY &
KNOWLEDGE THROUGH
READING, WRITING, AND TALKING

Text: Separated at School

Target Words:
discrimination, distinctions,
evidence, gender, options,
regulations, respond, topic

Concepts/ big ideas:
segregation, ethical
policies, or pick your own:

October 18, 2012

How could | build speaking skills?

How could | build writing skills?
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IDe La Pena’s sixth-grade class. And during discussions, boys
never speak up. Why not? Because it's a girls-only class!

Whittier Middle School is one of nine public middle schoals in the
San Antonio, Texas, school district that offers single-gender educa-
tion. Both boys and girls go to Whittier, and the seventh- and eighth-
grade students are in mixed classes. All but one group of the sixth
graders are in boys- or girls-only classes.

Maritza, 11, says that she notices a big change in her class-
mates. “Bovs want to compete and answer first” Maritza told
TFE. “Girls would be quiet. Now, we're not quiet”

A UNIQUE KIND OF CLASSROOM
Ninety-three public schools in the U.5. have either all
boy students, all girl students or some single-gender
classes. There is not a lot of research on the topic, but
there is some evidence that single-gender learning
can help improve schoel performance. Teachers say
kicls are mare focused and better behaved.

On March 9, U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige proposed regulations that would make it
easier for public-school districts to create single-
gender classrooms and schools. Right now, a federal

SINf:-E LAST FALL, NOT ONE BOY HAS RAISED HIS HAND IN MARITZA

‘\"-'“"E‘ gender schooling.

The new proposals would re-

ﬁ lax the rules. Public schools could
create single-gender classes simply

to provide more learning lophons. or

¥ because their COMmuRmity wants such

=\ e classes. And they wouldn't have to create
Whittier sixth-grader Consuelo Mereno identical programs for boys and girls.

What Is
Title IX?

In 1972, Congress passed
Title [X, a federal }aw that pro-  number of women who

hibits/dise | based could attend, and few of-

on gender in schools that fered women athletic schol-

receive gmremmentfunds arships. In high schools, girls
Before Title IX, women were discouraged from

and girls were treated un- studying such subjects as

equally in most schools. math and science. Title IX

Many colleges limited the was intended to ensure that

These Hﬂt&w studentsﬁuor thenr all-girl classroom.

4 1 4 TIME FOR KIDS

Ly law called Title IX {see box) e
‘ﬂ applies strict rules on single- | i

Do bmfs and girls Iearn bettm apart? Under r
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AT SCHOOL

ew rules, more schools may find out gl THEESEENE & 7 &

Some critics fear that boys and girls won't learn to
aet along if they're separated. Others warn that the
new rules violate Title I1X and could lead to'diserimi-
nation against girls in the classroom. “The concern
we have is that it will endanger the gains that girls and
women have made over the last 30 years.” says Jocelyn
Samuels of the National Women’s Law Center.

But one supporter, Leonard Sax, a family physi-
cian and psychologist, says it comes down to “basic sci-
ence.” A boy’s brain develops differently from a girl’s,
and the distinctions cause each to learn in different ways.
Sax is the executive director of the National Association of
Single Sex Public Education. His group trained San Antonio's
teachers and principals in single-sex learning.

SO FAR, SO GOOD IN SAN ANTONIO

Peggy Stark is San Antonio’s assistant superintendent of special pro-
grams. She has already heard from happy teachers in the single-sex
program. “They can see real differences in the way girls respond in
math and science,” she says. When the school year ends, San Antonio
officials will study the single=gender students’ records on attendance,
discipline and academic performance. They will survey teachers, par-
ents and students to see how well the program is working.
Are single-gender classes better? That may depend on what vou
want to learn. Whittier sixth-grader John Mireles, 11,

£ would prefer a mixed class. “When it’s mixed.” he says,
“you can learn more about the girls”

! — By Kathryn Satterfield

1IN K Boys and girls may learn dif-
;  ferently, butthat mean that they should
4 learnseparately?

In the game! Female athletes competeina
college basketball semifinal in Louisiana.

girls have the women participated in

same opportuni-  college sports in 1972. By
ties as boys, inthe 2003, some 160,000 college
classroomandon  women were competing.

the playing field. Colleges must follow
Today, supporters point  rules to show they offer
to Title IX's successes. In equality in women’s and
1971, only 18% of U.S. men’s sports. Opponents of
women completed college. Title IX say some successful
Now, there are more men’s teams have been
women than men in U.S. eliminated by schools trying

colleges. Fewer than 30,000  to keep things equal.

MARCH 19, 2004
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