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Most English language learners confront the challenge of learning on grade-level 
curricula in a new language at the same time they are learning that language. This 
is not only difficult for the students themselves but also for their teachers, few of 
whom have had specific professional development on effective approaches for 
delivering content instruction to students who are not proficient in the language of 
instruction.

The goal is to enhance knowledge acquisition and vocabulary/concept learning through 
systematic practices associated with improved outcomes for ELLs in middle school content 
classes. 
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Work together with group to fill in the blanks.
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1.Unfamiliarity
2.High utility across subject areas
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To begin thinking about which words are important to teach it is helpful to think of 
Beck’s tiered words. Beck, McKeown, and Kucan outline teaching vocabulary 
based on learning “tier two” words—words that are not overly familiar, nor overly 
rare. Tier two words are found frequently across many domains and thus have the 
potential for greater impact on students’ reading comprehension. Most of the words 
we’ve chosen are words from passages students will read or words/concepts heard 
in video clips.

We’ve also chosen Tier 1 and 3 words that are unknown to ELLs and that are key 
to the comprehension of content and readings. 
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Here is a text taken from a Texas History Book. This might be something teachers 
assign to students to read in order to formulate reasons for why Mexico agreed to 
open up Texas to colonization. 

Practice selecting some of the words above that you might need to pre-teach. Pick 
out 2 words. Be prepared to share your rationale and if you categorize your 
selections as tier 2 or tier 3 words.

Allow time for sharing and provide feedback.

Ex. Populated (tier 2—will come  up in math, students may be familiar with 
population, or populating cells as in a spreadsheet, also tier 2 justify-again may be 
familiar with justifying their opinion or the reason for choosing a particular formula in 
math)
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1.Unfamiliarity
2.High utility across subject areas
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