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*SERP — Boston Field Site

*Challenging text books and
test questions

*General Academic
Vocabulary from AWL
taught across all content
areas

*15-20 min weekly lessons
using engaging,
controversial topics

*Word Generati(
Program
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* History
Catherine Snow and Claire White led a SERP team to
develop 72 weekly units (enough for the span of MS)
for all content teachers (not just ELA) to engage kids in
brief activities relating to academic language. This was
in response to a request from Boston Public Schools.

SERP decided to share the resources publicly and built
the wordgeneration.org website.

Several efficacy studies were conducted. The most
recent involving SFUSD.

CREATE also used a version of Word Generation as
part of a study in Texas.
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*Examine Data: CST ELA

Treatment Schools [% change [Control
2010-2012 |Schools

Lincoln MS +3.8
Graham MS +3.7
Elm MS +6.5
Carver MS +8.5

Washington MS ~ +0.3
Mark Twain MS +7.2

Western MS
Stockton MS
Moss Beach
Island MS
Valley MS

Srcores

% change
2010-2012

-1.0
-1.2
+1.8
+0.7
-8.3
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Mean
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10.50
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Word Generation Vocabulary
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*Study 1 Results
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CREATE ELL Word Generation Materials

CREATE asked SERP to build out a version they used in their
study because they were encouraged by student gains. That
version was ten weeks and included activities focused on
language.

SERP went to Austin and SFUSD to explore what that build-out
might look like and came away with this message:

Maintain the integrity of the original WG program. Don’ t do a
separate thing.

Offer intuitive and varied options for implementation.
Allow for support materials to be used with all students OR as a
preparatory/remedial.

SO...
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*Product Development Update

*Word Generation - with additional components for ELLs

Advancing Academic
Language for All
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Traditional Word Generation program

1. Keep the format...

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Weekly Passage, Discussion Questions, Word Chart

Problem of the Week

Thinking Scientifically

Debating the Issue

Write about it

8 and...
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*Controversy introduced with a
scenario or anecdote

*Teacher frequently will read
passage and ask both
comprehension and open-
ended questions

*Both sides of issue are
introduced

*A few facts or statistics

*Intentionally unelaborated
upon

*Five focus words are
introduced

Launch Passage

(Monday - ELA Teacher) 9

E6 ﬂﬂl

WEEKLY PASSAGE

g ILT

pOURUS
| “;Yl Aﬂ\m\“’ m

——
Focus Words
strategy | research | cite |

phase | daca

nik ) W
017 OR BE

iwrn\‘“ INTE

SERP
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*Teacher may use word
chart as resource or
activity

*Simplified over the last
year in response to
feedback

*Teacher edition has
variations of the words

Launch Passagec.,

(Monday - ELA Teacher)

Unic 3.02
Should our use of paper or plastic be
individual choice or be r d

an
by the government
FOCUS WORDS OF THE WEEK

clte: (verh) ta refer 10 5 an example or s proof

roRrs

ExapLes o Use

NOTES:

research : (noun) systematically collecting information about a subject
FORMS:

EXAMPLES OF USE

nores:

data: (noun) facts

FoRMS

EXAMPLES OF USE

NOTES:

phase : (rerb) to do in steps according 1o a plan

FoRMS

EXAMPLES OF USE:

nores:

strategy : (noun) & systematic pan or method

FORMS:

ExavpLES o Use

NOTES:

S | Word Gemermion | Sarind-PatA | wardgecaionerp | &

10
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*Word problem that is
related to controversy

*Focus words are used

*Two options are included
(Option 1 is 6th/7th,
Option 2 is 7th/8th).

*Discussion Question at
bottom for all students

*Teacher edition has
answers

Problem of the week

(Tuesday - Math Teacher)

Unie 3.02

Should our use of paper or plastic y

be an individual choice or be g
regulated by the government

PROBLEM OF THE WEEK

SRPIOR | Wood Genersion | Serksd-PaiA | wesdgsmentonor | 9

11
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33
or be regulated by the government! S
THINKING SCIENTIFICALLY W
"

*Data from a science
experiment from a fictional
class

*Focus words are used

*Requires students to use
scientific language

*Discussion questions at
bottom engage students in
scientific argumentation

*Teacher edition has answers

Thinking Scientifically

(Wednesday - Science Teacher)

12
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positions on the topic
*Four positions are

included reflecting a s men g GG
: regulated by the governmen

range of possible Get ready.

arguments

*Teachers conduct
debate in a variety of
ways (line up, four
corners, fishbowl)

provided

*Sentence starters GOI’

Debating The Issue — e

(Thursday - Social Studies Teacher)

13
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*Students write for 15-20
minutes

*Take a position and
defend using reasons
and evidence

*Address counter
arguments

*Many modifications to
this activity

Write about it

(Friday - ELA Teacher)

Unit 3.02

Should our use of paper or plastic
be an individual choice or be
regulated by the government

WR

Focus Words
strategy | research | cite | phase | dara

14



2. and offer additional materials that teachers may choose to use for a
more intensive focus on language.

ANNOTATIONS  EVIDENCE AND
FOR TEACHERS PERSPECTIVES

Showing Who cares
teachers the about the issue
elements of and why?

complex text Relevant facts
and statistics

GETTING
ORIENTED

Some basic
background on
the issue or
references in
the passage

.

GENERATING
WORDS

Word study
activity related
to the
conventions of
English

-2

DEVELOPING
DISCUSSION

A more
structured
option in place
of or addition to
the class
debate

October 18, 2012

15
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g 1o st Lo 0 ¥
ar wen s Gaeraton 302,
our use of paper or plastic be an individual choice or ba

*SIOP emphasis on e e
background building

*Emphasis on
informational text in
CCSS-ELA

*Accessible language but
not overly simplified

-
P e e s i

2013 80P st e K P WD SR

GETTING ORIENTED

16
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A e it i 15 H
5w e oo 38,
our use of paper or plastic be an individual choiceor | I

*Emphasis in CCSS-ELA e

*Many ELs may not know
why anyone cares about
these topics

*Data and facts for
evidence when making
an argument (discussion
and writing)

2013 558 Ao Lo b P WD

EVIDENCE AND PERSPECTIVES

17
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*Emphasis in CCSS-ELA
*Features of complex
texts
* Dense
* Explicit markers
* Subjects of

sentences are
abstraction

Acatamic Langige for AX
302

‘gavernment
ANNOTATIONS FOR TEACHERS

TR ARSTBTRERREEEE  peopl arpue that we pood governmest
nl

ANNOTATIONS FOR TEACHERS

18
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*ELD instruction should
explicitly teach elements of
English (vocabulary, syntax,
grammar, functions and
conventions)

*English Learners need
enhanced, explicit
vocabulary development

g oo ek Lo r .
ar e o Gonocaion 308,

Should our use of paper or plastic be an Individual cholce or be

of paper
regulated by the gavernment!

GENERATING WORDS
Rosts and Prafixes

nnnnnnnnnn

© Wb s e oot e et 7

GENERATING WORDS

19
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*ELD Instruction should
emphasize listening
and speaking although it
can incorporate reading
and writing

*ELD instruction should
include interactive
activities, but they must
be carefully planned
and carried out

Acadonic Laogeage for AX

Should our use of paper or plastic be an individual ehoice or
be regulated by the government!

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS

DEVELOPING DISCUSSIONS

20

/4
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*Office space for four SERP
staff members

*Classroom space for 25
participants

*Moveable furniture, walls and
whiteboards

*Allows for teachers to think
outside of box (school)

*Conference room with large-
screen TV for monitor

*HD projector on white walls

SERP Design Center

San Francisco, CA

21

21
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*Windows looking out
on SF Mission
District and Twin
Peaks

*Creative space

SERP Design Center

San Francisco, CA

22
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*Abundance of
whiteboard space

SERP Design Center

San Francisco, CA

23

23
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>kBegan writing, editing and laying out
materials
Needed a focus group for feedback
before final drafts
Group of teachers from a school in
San Jose who use WG off the web
Group of teachers and coaches from
SFUSD who used WG as part of IES
efficacy trial

*Members of the Meadows Center
who helped with initial create project

* SERP staff

Focus Group

24

24
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» Pairs of teachers
from different
organizations
examined materials

» Followed a
template for
feedback

Focus Group

25

25
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* Pairs prepared
feedback on
moveable
whiteboards,
following template

Focus Group

26
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» Pairs
presented
feedback

» Discussion

Focus Group

29

29



