
CUMMINS’ MODEL OF ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 

COGNITIVELY UNDEMANDING 

COGNITIVELY DEMANDING

CONTEXT REDUCEDCONTEXT EMBEDDED

A.

B. 

C. 

D. 

• Art, music, P.E.
• Following simple directions
• Face-to-face conversations

• Telephone conversations
• Note on refrigerator
• Written Directions

• Demonstrations
• A-V assisted lesson
• Science experiments
• Social studies projects

• Reading a textbook 
• Explanations of new, abstract concepts 
• Lecture with few illustrations
• Math concepts & application
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