
Example of Score Calculation 
 

1. A scorer scores a BEST Literacy Form D test and records the reading raw score of 31 and the 
writing raw score of 14 in the spaces provided on the corresponding Form D scoring sheet 
(Figure 1). 

 
2. The Form D Score Conversion Table (See Appendix B of the BEST Literacy Test 

Manual - 2008 Edition) is used to make the conversion from raw scores to scale scores. 
 
3. Using the Form D Score Conversion Table, the reading raw score of 31 is located in the raw 

score column on the left side of the table.  To the right of the raw score of 31, in the scale score 
column, is the corresponding scale score of 30. 

 
The writing raw score of 14 is located in the raw score column on the right side of the table.  To 
the right of the raw score of 14, in the scale score column, is the corresponding scale score of 16. 

 
4. The scale scores of 30 and 16 are combined into a single total scale score of 46.  Only the total 

scale score can be used for documenting student performance or for federal reporting purposes. 
 
5. Finally, if reporting scores, use the SPL and NRS charts located in Appendix C, D, and E of the 

BEST Literacy Test Manual - 2008 Edition.  In this example, the total scale score of 46 corresponds 
to an SPL level 3 and NRS level “high beginning ESL.” 
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