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Study Goal 

The goal of this research was to assess the effects of an 

intervention on second-grade English-language 

learners’ acquisition of high frequency English 

vocabulary.  
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 Research Questions 

 Are there treatment/control differences in vocabulary 

knowledge as a result of the intervention?  

 Are there treatment/control differences on each specific 

word type (i.e., concrete, abstract, cognate, non-cognate) 
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Research Design: Context and Participants  

 424 second grade Spanish-speaking English-language 

learners (ELLs) in 22 classrooms in high poverty schools 

in the Southwest 

 228 students (ELLs) in the treatment group 

 196 students (ELLs) in the control group 

 18 week intervention implemented during English-as-a-second 

language (ESOL) period for 20 minutes per day, four days a 

week 

 Students were participating in transitional bilingual programs 

where all instruction was in Spanish except for 60 minutes per 

day of ESOL instruction 
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Research Design: Experimental Conditions 

 Teachers randomly assigned to treatment or control groups 

 Treatment condition 

 Explicit vocabulary instruction through pre-teaching, interactive 

reading, review and reinforcement activities 

 Control condition 

 Target vocabulary appears in text but no instruction or definitions 

provided 

 Vocabulary stratified by word type 

 Conceptual complexity: Concrete versus abstract words 

 Cognate status: Cognates versus non-cognates  



Examples of Word Types 
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Measures  

 Pre- and post-assessments 

 Curriculum-based measure (CBM) of vocabulary 

 Correlation with TOLD Oral Vocabulary subtest (r=.66, 

p<.01)  

 Post-test reliability (α = .91) 

 Standardized measures 

 Test of Oral Language Development (TOLD) Oral 

Vocabulary subtest 

 Passage Comprehension Subtest of the Woodcock Munoz 

Language Survey 

 



CBM of Vocabulary 

10 



Intervention: Pre-teaching Vocabulary 
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Intervention: Interactive Reading  
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focus on 

vocabulary and 

passage meaning 

focus on 

comprehension  

focus on word 

meaning  



Intervention: Picture Walk Review 
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Rosa and her mother were coming home from buying 

shoes. An informed neighbor told them their house was 

on fire. Rosa’s grandmother was safe. The cat was safe 

too after a rescue from a daring fireman. All of their 

things burned. So Rosa and her family went to stay with 

Aunt Ida and Uncle Sandy. 



Reading the newspaper 

Sleeping 

Watching the news on TV 

Drawing a picture  

Intervention: Reinforcement  

 



Intervention: Reinforcement  
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Intervention: Reinforcement  
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Analytic Plan 

 To address our main research questions we 

conducted a repeated measures ANOVA for all 

target vocabulary words together as well as for 

words of each type (concrete, abstract, cognate, 

non-cognates) with time (pre/post) repeated within 

classrooms.  

 Additionally, we conducted a pre-post repeated 

measures ANOVA for TOLD oral vocabulary being 

predicted by condition.  
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Summary and Conclusions 

 Manuscripts reporting data forthcoming 

 Intervention was effective in teaching students 

challenging words (LWV grade 6) 

 Intervention was effective in teaching students different 

types of words (e.g. abstract non-cognates) 

 Holding level of complexity constant, the intervention was most 

effective in helping children acquire non-cognates. 

 Treatment had moderate effects on gains on 

standardized vocabulary measure 

 Children need explicit instruction and practice in word reading 
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