
Unit 5/Day 6/teacher overhead – debate prompts 

Should students be paid for doing well in school? 
 
What do you think? Using the t-chart that you created yesterday, 
talk with your group members about this topic. Then write your 
perspective on the topic by completing one sentence from each 
pair. Write four sentences in all and underline target words. Be 
prepared to present and defend your opinion! 
 
Pair 1: 
Our school should (should not) give students incentives to do well 
in school because… 
 
Our school should (should not) implement a plan to pay students 
for good grades because… 
 
 
Pair 2: 
If students are compensated for doing well in school… 
 
Our school should (should not) conform to more conventional 
ways of motivating students, like… 
 
 
Pair 3: 
Students will (will not) show initiative if… 
 
Students may become demoralized if… 
 
 
Pair 4: 
Although it takes a lot of persistence to study hard and achieve in 
school… 
 
While students may encounter struggles in school, they will 
ultimately prosper if… 
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