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Webinar Overview:

Among the many momentous changes in education policy in recent months, one key
stated initiative of the US Department of Education has been the policy of “returning
education to the states.” In this webinar, we take a deep dive into how this initiative is
playing out, exploring the on-the-ground impact of these changes for multilingual
learners. We examine the impacts of the transition in the policy landscape with the
diminished federal role, and consider how the vacuum left by the federal agency
negatively affects the services afforded to multilingual students. We also consider ways
in which states have stepped in to shore up support for these students.
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Key Insights
» Rapid recent policy changes have resulted in a hugely diminished role of the US federal
government, including the US Department of Education.

» The US Department of Education has stated this explicitly under the initiative of
“returning education to the states.”

« States’ approaches to these changes vary widely from context to context.
Policy Implications

» The US Department of Education has encouraged states to seek waivers to specific
elements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act — states have responded by
seek waivers to accountability provisions for student subgroups, including multilingual
learners, and waivers for formula grant requirements.

+ States have also proposed policies and legislation that undercut the right to free public
education for undocumented students.

+ Some states have responded by explicitly shoring up protections for undocumented
students, enshrining these protections in state-level legislation.

Calls to Action

» Know the current protections afforded to undocumented students

» Watch for state-level changes or challenges and connect with local and national
advocates

« Critically examine your own state and district-level policies that protect the civil rights of
multilingual students

Resources

« EdWeek Tracker: \Which States Are Challenging Undocumented Students’ Right to
Free Education?

« ESSA Waiver Watch (developed by All4Ed , EdTrust , and National Parents Union)
* How Essa Waivers Put English Learners at Risk (EdTrust and UnidosUS)

« EdWeek article: What ‘Returning Ed. to the States’ Looks Like as the Ed. Dept.
Awards Grants
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https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/which-states-are-challenging-undocumented-students-right-to-free-education/2025/03
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/which-states-are-challenging-undocumented-students-right-to-free-education/2025/03
https://essawaiverwatch.org/
https://essawaiverwatch.org/
https://www.essawaiverwatch.org/pdf/ESSA_Waivers_V4.pdf
https://www.essawaiverwatch.org/pdf/ESSA_Waivers_V4.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/what-returning-ed-to-the-states-looks-like-as-the-ed-dept-awards-grants/2026/09
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/what-returning-ed-to-the-states-looks-like-as-the-ed-dept-awards-grants/2026/09
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